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Enjoy the best magic
Majorca has to offer

AS the sun slips silently behind
the mountain we celebrate the
end of another beautiful Major-
can day by ordering a round of
giant gin and tonics.

The waiters have transformed
the act of pouring drinks into a
full blown performance and are
very generous with measures.

We are in Puerto Pollensa in
the north of the island, lazily gaz-
ing over the glass-flat Mediter-
ranean after a hard day doing
nothing. We have taken the tra-
ditional evening stroll along the
impressive Pine Walk lined by
verdant trees and ancient walls.

As a small fishing village,
Puerto Pollensa was historically
praised by poets and immor-
talised by artists but it success-
fully re-invented itself as one of
the island’s pioneer tourist des-
tinations. It is charming, friend-
ly and perfect for families.

You should not expect a break
in Puerto Pollensa to include ac-
tion packed options for
teenagers, it is more a mooching
round shops and sitting outside
restaurants holiday, although the
regular bus services from the
harbour make the rest of the is-
land easily accessible if more ex-
citement is required.

The pedestrianised sea front
esplanade is always busy but
never crowded as tourists me-
ander along, marvelling at the
outstanding sand sculptures
which decorate the beach at reg-
ular intervals.

There is a café on every corner
and a tempting array of high
quality clothes and gift shops.
The harbour dominates the cen-
tre and glass bottomed, sight-
seeing boats share berths with
the Menorca and Formentor fer-
ries.

The main square, with its
modern church and bars and
restaurants, is only a couple of
hundred yards from the sea. It
becomes the focal point for
evening activities as the ubiqui-
tous street traders tempt you
with hair braids, sunglasses and
snide watches. The most popu-
lar bar is Bonys, which is owned
and run by José who cleverly
tempts parents to his tables by
throwing handfuls of sweets into
the path of the kids. The excited
youngsters then demand to re-
turn the following evening.

The choice of places to eat is
enormous and ranges from and
English style chippy to Catalan

BEACH LIFE Intricately carved
sand sculptures

)) IMPRES g pyerto Pallenta’s pine walk is lined with verdant
trees any ancient stone walls

classics. H'gllllghts included
Mallorquin sfeiglities such as
tumbet (ratatoyijle with pota-
toes), lechony (roast suckling
pig), seafood paefia and rabbit
stew with vegaeapjes.

Puerto Poljensy s nestled
within one of “/Iajorca's most ex-
quisite bays 24 searmed by the
Tramuntana Tnountains, which
provide a speci,eylar backdrop.
Most of the t‘lme it is hot and
sunny, refres},.q by light sea
breezes, but th, proximity to the
mountains Méapg the occasion-
al |°WV°|°“d Yoes bring with it
some ShoWers, naicularly in the
early part of tha geagon.

The mountijng a9 offer the
chance ofa T€45onably challeng-
ing walk to the iy lljc resort of
Cala San Vincepie Once at the
ridge, the hill 1] ayay at the
Coll de Siller drawing youin this
beautiful cove, 1 yoy prefer to
travel by car, you must experi-
ence the speciaoylar cliff side
drive to Cap Foryentor, known
for its seclusioy, crystal clear sea
and remnanty of"4th Century
Roman occupagion, En route
you will pass i, helvedere or
lookout, know, 45 Mirador des
Colomer, a veyjcy] rock sheer-
ing away t0 a qrop, of 760 feet.
Seary, but awgp derfu] photo op-
portunity.

Pollensa olq g i 8m in-
land and a visit gj,1d be high on
your agenda. b a4t 3 history
that saw Egypians, Romans,
Moors and Otyomang all having
asayinhow the toun developed
and aday S‘mking up the history
is time well Shene You will be
tempted to clip, the 365 steps
:l?a[?;l;?t:: et:) visit the small

1joy a panoramic

ew. Although it the Galeries
Vinceng situageq a¢ the bottom
of the steps, yq,, may choose the
more sedate Option of browsing
the many gallerjeg and art shops.

Back in the port, Wednesday
s i s

£ fic and the roads
lined with ml\l':s I'was not tempt-
ed by hooky My chester United
shirts, or beage pracelets, but

was drawn to the colourful rows
ofhuge fruitand vegetables.

I have never seen such tempt-
ing peppers, onions and melons.
I need to get out more. Even if
you do not intend to buy any-
thing, there is something about
a bona fide European market

“that 1§ culturally attractive, par-
ticularly when accompanied by
an ‘authentic’ band of Andalu-
sian pan pipers.

We stayed at the Oro Playa
Aparthotel two minutes from the
sea and a five minute walk into
the town. The one-bedroom
apartments are basic but ade-
quate.

The living room, which dou-
bles as the second bedroom,
leadstoa balcony and there isa
small kitchenette with hob, mi-
crowave and very noisy fridge.
Around half overlook the two
pools and there is a restaurant,
bar and shop on site. We chose
self catering, although half and
full board options are available.
The usual procession of enter-
tainers and speciality acts can be
enjoyed most evenings and
younger guests are kept busy
through the day by activity reps.

Puerto Pollensa, with its
medallion of clear blue sea, re-
laxed way of life and warm wel-
come is an alluring proposition.

Within fifty minutes of landing
at Palma airport, you can be sit-
ting by the sea in your shorts and
flip flops, enjoying those G&Ts.

Eamonn O'Neal

FACTBOX -

Eamonn flew with Monarch
from Manchester to Palma and
flights in June start from
around £25 one way plus taxes
and extras.

The Oro Playa Aparthotel can
be booked directly
oro_playa@cadenamar.es.
Prices vary depending on
occupancy. A shuttle bus from
Palma airport to the resort
costs approximately £16 and
can be booked through
resorthoppa.com






